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Abstract

During April 3-6, 2023 the University of Warwick hosted 

the 3rd World Congress on Undergraduate Research 

(WorldCUR) alongside the British Conference of Under-

graduate Research (BCUR), combining this international 

event with a national conference for the first time. The 

events brought together undergraduate researchers from 

around the world to present their ideas in international 

and interdisciplinary spoken and poster sessions. The 

planning of the events was disrupted and shaped by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, which meant a postponement of 

a year and, ultimately, led to two large in-person events, 

the first that most delegates had attended in many years. 

Feedback on the events was strong. This article dis-

cusses the organization and planning of the events, the 

evaluation feedback and the impact of the pandemic on 

WorldCUR-BCUR 2023.
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The University of Warwick, located in Coventry, England, 

is a major research institution with an acknowledged repu-

tation for excellence in teaching and learning, innovation 

and links with business and industry (University of War-

wick 2023a). In 2019, staff in the Institute for Advanced 

Teaching and Learning (IATL) at the university, an insti-

tution known for innovative, creative, and sector-leading 

student research initiatives, submitted a proposal to be the 
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first UK institution to host the World Congress on Under-

graduate Research (WorldCUR).

The WorldCUR was first conceived by a group of academ-

ics during the 2014 meeting of the National Conference for 

Undergraduate Research in the United States, with a goal 

of ‘bringing together faculty mentors, students, and staff 

with a focus on building lasting international collabora-

tion’ (Rivera et al. 2018, 55). The first World Congress 

was hosted by Qatar University in 2016 and was supported 

by the Council on Undergraduate Research in the United 

States, which provided a link to its conference submissions 

platform and suggested panelists and moderators. The 

Congress was also supported by the Australasian Council 

for Undergraduate Research, which consulted throughout, 

and the British Conference of Undergraduate Research 

(BCUR) which drafted the Congress themes, provided 

abstract review, and developed the Congress schedule, 

among other roles (Rivera et al. 2018, 56). The University 

of Oldenburg successfully applied to be the next hosts for 

the event and the second World Congress took place there 

in 2019.

Warwick’s proposal aimed to bring WorldCUR together 

with the BCUR, to cross-pollinate each event with valu-

able aspects of the other. Anticipated advantages of this 

cross-pollination included bringing an existing national 

network and over a decade of pedagogic and conference 

organizing experience and adding to it elements of the 

first two WorldCUR events, including the complementary 

conference sessions and themed sessions, and the chance 

to bring new cultural and international perspectives from 

students around the world. BCUR originated in 2011 at 
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Warwick’s hosting of WorldCUR-BCUR was focused on 

diversity, in terms of the global scope of attendees repre-

senting a variety of institutions and countries, presentation 

styles and disciplines. These strategic aims hoped to give 

a broad spectrum of undergraduate students a meaningful 

experience and a new understanding of research culture 

and their place within it.

The Organizing Team

The main organizing team consisted of five staff members, 

including a Project Support Officer whose role was solely 

focused on the event (University of Warwick 2023d). 

Three Student Directors for WorldCUR-BCUR were also 

recruited, selected from students who had already worked 

with the IATL team on student research activities, bring-

ing a wealth of experience to the role. Input from one 

of IATL’s Co-Creation Officers, also an undergraduate 

student at Warwick, was also sought, to bring a different 

student perspective and support the orientation program 

(University of Warwick 2023d). Additional support for the 

event was provided by IATL staff members, including the 

administration of the travel fund and website development. 

Before the event, a large team of around forty student 

volunteers from Warwick were recruited and trained to 

fill roles as session chairs, room stewards, and registration 

and information assistants. Applying students were asked 

to provide information about their previous experience 

of student-oriented support roles and their attendance at 

international events, as well as what appealed to them 

about the role.

Impact of the Pandemic

With plans for the joint WorldCUR-BCUR event to take 

place in the spring of 2022, preparations were underway 

when the global COVID-19 pandemic struck in early 

2020. The pandemic had an enormous impact on the plan-

ning, organization and timing of the events. A decision was 

made in summer of 2021, in conjunction with the AGUR 

steering committee and the BCUR Executive, to postpone 

the events by one year, to April 2023. This was primarily 

to allow equity of access to the conference for delegates 

from countries with different pandemic experiences and 

responses, and to attempt to deliver an in-person event. 

Even once that decision had been made, conversations 

continued regarding whether it would be possible to hold 

WorldCUR and BCUR in-person or if all, or part, of the 

conferences would have to be online. Key to these discus-

sions were the increasing frequency and familiarity with 

online events across the globe, as well as the complexities 

of delivering hybrid events.

As deadlines approached, it was decided that WorldCUR 

and BCUR would be hosted as two fully in-person events. 

Having spent months studying and working at home, the 

many benefits of interacting in person had been starkly 

highlighted. Stakeholders in the events felt that a significant 

the University of Central Lancashire, UK, and a group 

of institutions with a focus on undergraduate research 

support BCUR via representatives on the Executive Com-

mittee. BCUR is hosted annually by universities around 

the UK. Warwick staff have been involved with BCUR 

since its inception, as part of its Executive Committee and 

hosting the conference in 2012 and had been interested in 

submitting a proposal to host the conference for a second 

time. The decision to submit a joint hosting proposal for 

WorldCUR and BCUR was influenced by the strength of 

bringing an existing national conference together with a 

new international event, rather than competing with it. 

It was felt that, although there might be organizational 

challenges in hosting two large events together, overall, it 

would be advantageous to bring an existing structure and 

cohort of staff and students from BCUR to the joint events, 

and hosting concurrently would mean that students didn’t 

have to make a choice between attending a national or 

international conference in the UK in 2023.

Warwick’s proposal to host WorldCUR responded to the 

criteria circulated by the Alliance for Global Undergradu-

ate Research (AGUR) steering committee, a committee 

formed for the oversight of WorldCUR, and reflected on 

Warwick’s position as a sector-leading institution in under-

graduate research. It also foregrounded the IATL, where 

the conference organizing team was primarily based, 

and its status as a cross-faculty department with links 

throughout the university. The proposal highlighted IATL 

staff’s strong history of leading Warwick’s own under-

graduate research programs and innovations, including 

conceiving of and hosting the International Conference 

of Undergraduate Research (ICUR) (University of War-

wick 2023b), a video-linked conference bringing together 

student researchers from a range of participating institu-

tions, and establishing the publication of Reinvention: an 

International Journal of Undergraduate Research in 2007 

(University of Warwick 2023c). Supporting a wide spec-

trum of students to apply to and attend WorldCUR-BCUR 

was prioritized. A suite of synchronous and asynchronous 

training opportunities, developed, organized and presented 

by the organizing team was proposed, and covered topics 

from abstract writing through to advice on attending con-

ferences and writing presentations, to be offered at varied 

times to accommodate students in different time zones. 

IATL’s vision for WorldCUR and BCUR was one of criti-

cal interdisciplinarity, internationalization and innovation, 

aligning to Warwick’s institutional priorities, as well as 

emphasizing a commitment to co-creation by centering 

students at the heart of the organizing team. While ICUR 

virtually connects around 400-600 students from specific 

participating institutions from six continents around the 

world, bringing the WorldCUR to Warwick would give 

valuable experience of hosting an international in-person 

event to the IATL team and inform the continued develop-

ment of our own hybrid event.
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appetite for in-person attendance had been building. The 

Call for Abstracts was pushed to August 2022, to give time 

for work and travel restrictions to begin to resolve in most 

countries. However, there was still a great deal of uncer-

tainty as to whether delegates would be able or willing 

to travel, and on the financial impact of the pandemic on 

institutions’ ability to fund student participation. The orga-

nizing team pressed ahead, aware that IATL was ideally 

placed to pivot to a hybrid event delivery should the inter-

national situation alter, using their decade of experience 

in delivering ICUR - the institution’s own video-linked 

international undergraduate research conference.

Abstract Submission and Acceptance

The call for abstracts launch, hosted on the Oxford 

Abstracts platform, was delayed for as long as possible, 

opening in July 2022, to confirm that the decision to host 

an in-person event was feasible and to try to ensure equity 

of access. While the abstract submission window was held 

open long enough to try to ensure that the delays due to 

the pandemic didn’t negatively affect diversity, equity, 

and inclusion regarding who was able to apply to present 

their work at the event, the timeline for the abstract accep-

tance process was much shorter than had originally been 

planned. Abstract submission closed in November 2022, 

and the first round of abstract reviews were completed 

before the end of the calendar year, which put additional 

pressure on the organizing team. The call for abstracts 

was sent via a variety of channels, including to institu-

tions where attendees at previous World Congresses had 

worked or studied, to relevant staff at large research insti-

tutions around the world, as well as embassies and NGOs, 

in an effort to circulate it as widely as possible. It invited 

students to submit an abstract specifically to WorldCUR 

or BCUR, or for consideration for both conferences. The 

submission process was derived from the format used for 

ICUR, which was designed to challenge undergraduates 

to consider their research work from an interdisciplinary 

and international perspective, and to construct an abstract 

accessible to an educated, but non-specialist audience 

(University of Warwick 2023e).

Over 750 submissions were received in total across the 

two conferences from 714 students (Table 1), demonstrat-

ing a renewed confidence in attending in-person events.

Those applying for either WorldCUR only or jointly to 

WorldCUR-BCUR were assessed via a double-blind peer 

review process, with participating reviewers being under-

graduates, university faculty and staff from around the 

world. A call for reviewers was circulated to those who 

had served as reviewers for previous World Congress-

es and more widely. Interested undergraduate students 

were required to attend a training session on reviewing 

abstracts, hosted on Microsoft Teams, at which attendance 

by faculty/staff was desirable but not essential.

Country Number of submissions

Australia  3

Austria  1

Belgium  1

Canada  4

China  2

Colombia  4

Congo, the Democratic Republic  

of the

 1

Cuba  2

Egypt  17

France  1

Gambia  2

Germany  16

Ghana  7

Hong Kong  13

India  2

Iraq  1

Ireland  5

Kazakhstan  6

Kenya  13

Kyrgyzstan  1

Lithuania  1

Malawi  2

Mauritania  1

Nepal  2

Netherlands  1

Nigeria  13

Pakistan  4

Poland  1

Puerto Rico  1

Qatar  23

Russian Federation  1

Singapore  16

Slovenia  1

South Africa  4

Spain  3

Sri Lanka  1

Sweden  1

Tajikistan  1

(table continues)

TABLE 1. Origin of WorldCUR-BCUR Submissions by Country
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Abstracts were evaluated using a rubric that considered 

the effectiveness of conveying the research question, 

context, methodology, impacts, and overall presentation. 

Each abstract underwent review by both a student and a 

staff/faculty member. Abstracts from oversubscribed areas 

(primarily the United States and United Kingdom) were 

assessed by three reviewers. Full details of the abstract 

assessment rubric are available on the IATL website (Uni-

versity of Warwick 2023e).

Abstracts for WorldCUR were accepted based on a com-

posite score from reviewers, while also considering the 

need for balanced representation across regions and disci-

plines. The submission deadline for BCUR was extended 

to align with its regular annual timeline. Some low-scoring 

WorldCUR applicants were offered a chance to revise 

and resubmit their abstracts following additional support 

from the organizing team, particularly where their abstract 

might represent the only submission from their country or 

disciplinary area. Abstract writing workshops were made 

available via MS Teams meetings, with timings designed 

to be accessible for students in different time zones.

Crucially, the University of Warwick followed previous 

WorldCUR precedents by allocating funds for delegates 

from low-middle income countries (as defined by the Orga-

nization for Economic Co-Operation and Development 

[OECD]). In the abstract acceptance process, a key focus 

was identifying top-scoring submissions from delegates 

studying in these specified countries. They were eligible to 

apply for the WorldCUR travel fund, provided by Univer-

sity of Warwick central funding, the International Office, 

academic departments and IATL itself. A total of 35 students 

received the opportunity to attend the conference through 

the travel fund from 15 countries, resulting in 30 presenters 

from 13 countries eventually obtaining visas and traveling 

to the event. The countries students attended from were 

Nigeria, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Egypt, Ghana, Columbia, 

Uganda, Malawi, Kenya, Thailand, India, Nepal and South 

Africa. Unfortunately, five students selected for travel fund 

sponsorship could not attend due to rejected visa appli-

cations and they subsequently participated remotely. All 

accepted delegates were given comprehensive information 

about the need to hold a current passport and to apply for 

visa entry to the United Kingdom to attend the event. Let-

ters of support were available on request through the Oxford 

Abstracts registration platform. Each individual application 

was dependent on both the individual’s country of resi-

dence and country of birth, as well as the associated visa 

requirements of the UK’s government. A small number of 

prospective delegates, including the previously mentioned 

travel fund applicants, were unable to obtain entry visas, 

for a variety of reasons, including a lack of clarity or errors 

when completing forms, international sanctions against 

their country of origin, or failure to meet required deadlines. 

In general, students expressed excitement regarding the pro-

cess of obtaining passports and visas for international travel, 

particularly after such a long period of isolation.

WorldCUR-BCUR 2023

The joint WorldCUR-BCUR events took place between 

April 3-6, 2023, at the University of Warwick campus. 

The date selection was influenced by the pandemic, as 

rescheduling a year later limited venue and accommoda-

tion options. This posed challenges, including scheduling 

events around major religious holidays. The organizing 

team addressed these challenges by collaborating with 

Warwick’s multidenominational chaplaincy, which wel-

comed delegates during the events, offering venues and 

opportunities for religious observance or celebration. Over 

700 delegates from across the world attended across the 

two events (see Tables 2 and 3).

A map on the IATL website indicates the countries repre-

sented by delegates (University of Warwick 2023e), with 

WorldCUR delegates mostly attending for all three days of 

presentations from April 4-5, 2023 and BCUR delegates 

choosing to attend from April 5-6, 2023 or a single day 

if they preferred. WorldCUR and BCUR had separate 

spoken presentation sessions arranged in parallel streams 

across each day, in their own separate venues in proxim-

ity on the Warwick campus. Large joint poster sessions, 

as well as a joint keynote and closing plenary brought all 

the WorldCUR and BCUR delegates together, and were 

hosted in the Warwick Arts Centre, where all delegates 

also came together for catering and additional events such 

as a Next Steps Fair.

Delegates arriving for WorldCUR on the 3rd April were 

invited to attend orientation activities to local areas of 

interest, as well as a welcome reception that evening. 

Orientation trips took delegates to local places of inter-

est, including Warwick Castle, Stratford-upon-Avon, and 

Coventry Cathedral. A varied social program was devised 

and accessible to all delegates throughout the event to 

ensure attendees felt welcome and supported in the UK, 

recognizing many delegates were visiting for the first time 

and that pandemic travel restrictions had kept so many at 

Country Number of submissions

Thailand  11

UAE  13

Uganda  11

UK  344

USA  156

Total  714

TABLE 1. (cont.)
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Delegates also had the chance to contribute to a Padlet 

created for each Theme Session, with prompt questions 

provided. A Padlet is essentially an online wall of post-it 

notes – a resource that allows all participants to contribute 

comments, questions, resources and links in one easily 

accessible page.

A significant development for WorldCUR 2023 was the 

International Student Research Projects (ISRPs), a new 

pilot program, bringing together students from several 

institutions to complete joint research projects in the 

months before the Congress (University of Warwick 

2023g). The students were recruited by members of the 

AGUR steering committee, from their own institutions, 

in order that the pilot could be more easily monitored and 

managed, resulting in student researchers from different 

universities and countries being formed into seven interdis-

ciplinary, international teams. Each team was supported by 

two co-supervisors - one an established academic and one 

a postgraduate doctoral student - and met regularly online. 

The innovative ISRP model enabled students to undertake 

international research projects and build international con-

nections and intercultural awareness despite restrictions to 

their mobility in the lead up to the Congress caused by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. The projects developed the skills of 

student researchers and novice postgraduate supervisors, 

as well as giving them experience to take into employment 

or further academic endeavors. The students within each 

ISRP were then invited to present their work together at 

WorldCUR. The pilot program included sixteen students 

from the US and the UK and serves as a model for larger 

scale implementation at future congresses.

Impacts and Outcomes

Of the 302 student presenters at WorldCUR, 24 percent 

responded to the event evaluation survey. The survey was 

home for so long. Events included games, e-sports, mixers 

and a movie screening, alongside the opportunity to attend 

the formal conference dinner on 5th April.

The joint WorldCUR-BCUR keynote speaker was Profes-

sor Sir David Spiegelhalter, a renowned academic, who 

spoke about communicating complex knowledge to non-

specialist audiences. The joint closing plenary was chaired 

by Dr. David Metcalfe, a Warwick alumnus who shared 

his experiences as an undergraduate researcher and then 

chaired an Alumni Panel comprised of former Univer-

sity of Warwick students, who discussed undergraduate 

research and the impact it had had on them during and 

after university.

Student Presentations were organized by seven confer-

ence themes, Sustainability, Health, Power, Data, Create, 

The Future, Community. Full details of each theme can be 

found on the IATL website (University of Warwick 2023f). 

Delegates were encouraged to select themes they felt 

applied to their research when submitting their abstracts, 

and, taking that into account, a theme for each presentation 

was then allocated by a staff and student team at Warwick. 

This meant that spoken sessions brought together presen-

tations from different disciplines under the same chosen 

theme to encourage interdisciplinary discussion. Overall 

presentation numbers for each theme are listed in Table 4, 

as a percentage of total presentations given at each event.

Replicating a successful aspect of the Oldenburg confer-

ence, separate ‘Theme Sessions’ were created to bring 

together all student presenters allocated to each theme. 

In these larger sessions, hosted by a staff delegate along-

side a student organizing team member, delegates were 

given the chance to interact with other researchers in their 

theme area and discuss areas of similarity and divergence. 

WorldCUR BCUR Total

Delegates 440 290 730

Student presenters 302 273 575

Overall presentations (Spoken presentations 

and performance panels, exhibition and poster 

sessions)

260 236 496

TABLE 2. Attendance and Presentations at WorldCUR-BCUR

WorldCUR BCUR

Institutions represented  101  48

Countries represented  33  7

TABLE 3. Number of Countries and Institutions Represented
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based on previous evaluations the IATL team had carried 

out into student research activities. It included a focus on 

the connections made by students during the event, the 

impact on delegates’ academic confidence and identity, 

and the influence of the event on students’ plans to con-

tinue their academic journey beyond their undergraduate 

degree.

Overall responses indicated that delegates derived many 

positive outcomes from their participation. 100 percent 

of respondents indicated that attending the Congress had 

added value to their overall university experience and 96 

percent said they would recommend it to another under-

graduate student. Comments included “All in all it was 

an incredibly valuable experience, one every aspiring 

researcher should have” and that the best aspect of World-

CUR was “being able to share my research with a large 

and diverse range of people... it made me so confident in 

my research projects and has made me believe that I can 

achieve great things even at a young age.”

Feedback from student delegates in the evaluation survey 

seems to support the decision to hold the event in-person, 

giving delegates the chance to interact with like-minded 

students from around the world, and experience inter-

national interactions and different cultures. Delegates 

highlighted the greater potential impact on attendees when 

meeting face-to-face in comments such as “in-person 

conferences allow you to make direct connections and 

physical interactions with others that you just cannot 

online.” Benefits such as the ability to network and to 

fully immerse oneself in the real-world experience also 

featured in delegate comments, “in-person is 10 times 

more experiential and effective...[allowing] me to set aside 

time to network and focus on the conference as a whole” 

and “in-person is superior...you get to interact with other 

people and truly dedicate time to it instead of dividing 

your attention between the conference and other things.” 

While only 17 percent of respondents were traveling out-

side of their home country for the first time, almost half of 

respondents were experiencing their first visit to the UK. 

Many commented that the opportunity to travel to a differ-

ent country was “exciting,” “a life-changing experience” 

and that the conference was “a transformative experience 

that I wouldn’t have been able to gain anywhere else.” 

How much these responses were influenced by delegates’ 

pandemic experiences is difficult to know, but, again, the 

feedback seems to vindicate the decision to hold the con-

ferences in person.

Exposure to different cultures and countries of origin 

during in-person networking was highlighted as a key 

feature, including that “meeting intelligent and innova-

tive international students was by far the highlight of my 

experience,” as well as the opportunity to interact with 

people “from diverse academic and social backgrounds” 

and “learning about similarities and differences in lifestyle 

and research.” Many delegates also commented on how 

they were exposed to a different culture of academia and 

were able to compare and contrast to their own experience 

of learning at their home institutions, gaining a “broader 

perspective on worldwide academia,”enabling them to 

“compare the types of research done in other institutions... 

and [learn] how can I improve the research skills at our 

university” and to “witness how learning and research is 

done in international settings.”

The benefits of attending undergraduate research confer-

ences have been described in various studies (Douglas 

et al. 2018, Kneale et al. 2016, Walkington et al. 2017), 

Theme Brief Definition WorldCUR BCUR

Community How we understand the concept of community, and connections 

between communities and cultures.

16% 16%

Create Creative inquiry and design in a global context and from all disciplinary 

perspectives.

12% 14%

Data The range of human activity affected and influenced by data. 11% 14%

The Future Research that involves thinking about and planning for the future, as 

well as imagining what the future will look like, including looking at 

past visions of the future and what they can tell us about our present. 

15% 12%

Health Human health and wellness as individuals, a community, and the world 

at large.

18% 18%

Power Explorations of Power, its sources, causes, effects, and dynamics, in 

addition to its influences on justice and other concepts.

14% 12%

Sustainability Research that focuses on processes and approaches that are sustainable, 

accountable, and prevent the depletion of resources for the long term. 

14% 14%

TABLE 4. Presentations by Theme at WorldCUR-BCUR 2023 (as a percentage of total)
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what research looks like (and how it’s communicated) 

across different disciplines and different communities… 

which I can now apply to my own research endeavors: 

from ideation, to methodology, to communication.”

IATL’s Co-Creation Officer, Alice Khimasia was struck 

by a particular comment from a parent of a presenter and 

reflected on how it seemed to sum up the aims of the 

events, “...they said, it is truly inter-cultural. This was 

a very significant comment, because contributors were 

welcomed from all over the world, given the stage and the 

microphone to share their diverse research projects on an 

international platform, all equally valid and esteemed. In 

that sense, Warwick was not inviting people to our space 

on our terms, but truly sharing our space with students 

invited to share on their terms.”

Next Steps and Future Events

During WorldCUR-BCUR, delegates were encouraged 

to visit the Next Steps Fair, where opportunities for fur-

ther study at Warwick were showcased. In our evaluation 

survey, attending the conference motivated 75 percent of 

respondents to apply for a Masters or doctorate program 

and 61 percent said that attending had confirmed their 

interest in their field of study, while 44 percent strongly 

agreed that it helped clarify which field of study they 

would next like to pursue, statistics that are underscored 

by comments such as “ it definitely confirmed my heart to 

pursue further studies and academia,” with one delegate 

stating that the addition to their CV had already helped 

them to gain a place on their preferred Master’s program. 

Our website encouraged delegates to join an alumni group 

post-conference and highlighted postgraduate opportunities 

at Warwick (University of Warwick 2023h). At the conclu-

sion of WorldCUR-BCUR, delegates were also encouraged 

to submit a research paper to Warwick’s journal, Reinven-

tion in which a selection of papers will be peer reviewed 

and published, alongside the WorldCUR Book of Abstracts.

Conclusion

The hosting of the third World Congress of Undergradu-

ate Research was influenced by the iterations of the event 

that had come before it, the University of Warwick’s and 

IATL’s strategic priorities for undergraduate research and 

education, and by the substantial impacts of the COVID-

19 global pandemic. Key components of the previous 

World Congresses were carried forward into Warwick’s 

event, such as the thematic organization of the sessions, 

the support of delegates from mid-to-low-income coun-

tries and the orientation activities prior to the Congress 

opening. New elements of the conference were included 

that aligned with IATL’s strategic priorities, such as incor-

porating an extended abstract submission format and 

related review process, providing support and training ses-

sions prior to the event and introducing the ISRP program. 

In our initial vision for the event, it was suggested that 

and a number of these benefits were underscored in the 

delegate feedback. The practical experience of attending 

a conference and how it developed skills that delegates 

did not have regular access to as part of their degree 

studies, for example: “my studies in Germany are more 

about learning than doing and the conference allowed me 

to experience academic practice” and that attending gave 

them “an overview of how the job of scholar looks like, 

what are the different tasks in those jobs.” 80 percent of 

respondents said they felt more connected to the research 

work in their departments after attending, with comments 

such as participating had “increased my interest in taking 

research and understanding the impact of research stud-

ies.” Additionally, 89 percent of respondents said that after 

attending WorldCUR they felt more like a researcher and 

part of the academic community, with one delegate saying 

that this new perception of themselves as a researcher was 

the best thing about the conference overall.

Crucially, forums for students to present their research to 

peers in the research community are an opportunity for 

undergraduates to build their confidence in a supportive 

and inclusive environment. 100 percent of WorldCUR 

respondents said that attending had increased their confi-

dence to attend another conference in the future, while 96 

percent said it had increased their confidence in presenting 

their work to others. Delegates highlighted that the confer-

ence was a “learning, sharing and a connection platform,” 

where “everyone is at the same level academically” and 

that participating encouraged them to talk about their 

research generally, and specifically to do this with both 

international and interdisciplinary audiences. These ideas 

were reflected in one delegate’s reasons for recommending 

WorldCUR to future attendees, “This experience has made 

me so confident in my research, public speaking skills, 

and has made me feel more connected with others. I think 

that WorldCUR is a great opportunity for those wanting to 

meet fellow undergraduate researchers and to expand their 

own experience and opportunities.”

Reflections from our Student Director Team

Co-creation with undergraduate students forms a crucial 

part of IATL’s pedagogy. As previously stated, several stu-

dents were included in the core organizing team for World-

CUR-BCUR. Their reflections provide further insight into 

the impact of the joint conferences.

Student Director Elvire de Thomasson was struck by 

the opportunities the events presented for networking “I 

was very privileged to have been able to meet various 

students from all over the world, from Colombia, to the 

United States and even Kenya. I also learned a lot from the 

research that each participant presented, reminding me that 

diversity is what makes interdisciplinary research so beau-

tiful.” Student Director Fernando Conde Nodal’s observa-

tions reflected these comments saying that “It showed me 
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the event was likely to benefit from Warwick’s experience 

of hosting ICUR, with hybrid options offering accessibil-

ity to students unable to travel. However, the pandemic’s 

impact, and the resulting proliferation of online events, 

increased the value attributed to the in-person nature of 

the Congress. This led the organizers to limit the opportu-

nity for hybrid presentations, because it was felt that the 

pandemic’s normalization of hybrid events would have 

resulted in a disproportionate amount of online attendance, 

affecting the conference experience for those who did 

travel. An additional emphasis was placed on elements of 

the Congress that supported delegates’ in-person experi-

ences, including interactive complementary sessions, a 

full student-hosted social program, a high-profile keynote 

speaker, and opportunities for networking. The ability for 

students to travel to events such as the World Congress is 

always at risk of being impacted by a multitude of factors, 

however the experience of hosting the Congress as a fully 

in-person meeting, underscored the benefits of these types 

of opportunities for student collaboration and networking. 

Recommendations to future hosts of similar events would 

be to learn from the challenges and successes of others, but 

also to incorporate local initiatives, pedagogy and experi-

ence to make each event distinctive.
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