
mitpress.mit.edu | Fall 2023

Demystifying the Academic Research 

Enterprise

Becoming a Successful Scholar in a Complex 

and Competitive Environment

Kelvin K. Droegemeier

What next-generation scholars need to know in  

order to thrive, and how they can actively participate 

in shaping the academic research enterprise.

• A unique resource for current and future scholars in all academic
positions and at all sizes and types of institutions

• Undergraduate Students

• Graduate Students

• Post-Doctoral Students

• Early Career Faculty

• Research Administrators

• Study practical topics that will accelerate your research and
elevate your career

• Gain understanding of researcher roles, responsibilities, and
opportunities in the context of your own scholarly program and
personal circumstances

• Obtain guidance specific to challenges for emerging, minority
serving, and primarily undergraduate institutions

• Become an active participant in helping shape the future of the
research enterprise

Kelvin K. Droegemeier is Professor of Atmospheric Science and Special Advisor to the 
Chancellor for Science and Policy at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign .
From 2019 to 2021, he served as Director of the White House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy (OSTP) and Science Advisor to the President.
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“This new book is a fantastic 
resource for helping next 
generation scholars gain a 
practical understanding of all 
facets of research and creative 
activity—knowledge that took 
me an entire career to acquire 
but which now is accessible to all 
in a single resource.”

—Jeff Kelly,
Corix Chair in Environmental 
Sustainability and
Professor of Biological 
Sciences, University of 
Oklahoma

MIT Press 
Open 
Access
Title


